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7 CFR Ch. XIV (1–1–11 Edition) § 1413.112 

§ 1413.112 Appeals. 

(a) Appeals. Appeal regulations set 
forth at parts 11 and 780 of this title 
apply to determinations made under 
this subpart. 

(b) Determinations not eligible for ad-
ministrative review or appeal. CCC deter-
minations and policies that are not 
limited to a specific individual pro-
ducer’s application are not to be con-
strued to be individual program eligi-
bility determinations or adverse deci-
sions and are, therefore, not subject to 
administrative review or appeal under 
7 CFR part 11 or part 780 of this title 
(but nothing in the regulations for this 
program will limit the ability of the 
National Appeals Division to decide its 
own jurisdiction under part 11). Such 
determinations include, but are not 
limited to, application periods, dead-
lines, crop years, prices, general statu-
tory or regulatory provisions that 
apply to similarly situated producers, 
national average payment prices, and 
payment factors established by CCC for 
DWQP for which this subpart applies or 
similar matters requiring CCC deter-
minations. 

§ 1413.113 Deceased individuals or dis-
solved entities. 

(a) Payment may be made for an eli-
gible application on behalf of an eligi-
ble producer who is now a deceased in-
dividual or is a dissolved entity if a 
representative who currently has au-
thority to enter into a contract on be-
half of the producer signs the applica-
tion for payment. 

(b) Legal documents showing proof of 
authority to sign for the deceased indi-
vidual or dissolved entity must be pro-
vided. 

(c) If a producer is now a dissolved 
general partnership or joint venture, 
all members of the general partnership 
or joint venture at the time of dissolu-
tion or their duly authorized represent-
atives must sign the application for 
payment. 

§ 1413.114 Records and inspections. 

(a) Any producer receiving DWQP 
payments, or any other legal entity or 
person who provides information for 
the purposes of enabling a producer to 
receive a DWQP payment, must: 

(1) Maintain any books, records, and 
accounts supporting the information 
for 3 years following the end of the 
year during which the request for pay-
ment was submitted, and 

(2) Allow authorized representatives 
of USDA and the U.S. Government Ac-
countability Office, during regular 
business hours, to inspect, examine, 
and make copies of such books or 
records, and to enter the farm and to 
inspect and verify all applicable acre-
age in which the producer has an inter-
est for the purpose of confirming the 
accuracy of information provided by or 
for the producer. 

(b) [Reserved] 

Subparts B–C [Reserved] 

PART 1415—GRASSLANDS RESERVE 
PROGRAM 

Sec. 
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AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 3838n–3838q. 

SOURCE: 75 FR 73925, Nov. 29, 2010, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1415.1 Purpose. 
(a) The purpose of the Grassland Re-

serve Program (GRP) is to assist land-
owners and operators in protecting 
grazing uses and related conservation 
values by conserving and restoring 
grassland resources on eligible private 
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lands through rental contracts, ease-
ments, and restoration agreements. 

(b) GRP emphasizes: 
(1) Supporting grazing operations; 
(2) Maintaining and improving plant 

and animal biodiversity; and 
(3) Protecting grasslands and 

shrublands from the threat of conver-
sion to uses other than grazing. 

§ 1415.2 Administration. 

(a) The regulations in this part set 
forth policies, procedures, and require-
ments for program implementation of 
GRP, as administered by the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA). The regulations in this part are 
administered under the general super-
vision and direction of the NRCS Chief 
and the FSA Administrator. These two 
agency leaders: 

(1) Concur in the establishment of 
program policy and direction, develop-
ment of the national allocation for-
mula, and development of broad na-
tional ranking criteria; 

(2) Use a national allocation formula 
to provide GRP funds to NRCS State 
Conservationists and FSA State Execu-
tive Directors that emphasizes support 
for grazing operations, biodiversity of 
plants and animals, and grasslands 
under the greatest threat of conversion 
to uses other than grazing. The na-
tional allocation formula may also in-
clude additional factors related to im-
proving program implementation, as 
determined by the NRCS Chief and the 
FSA Administrator. The allocation for-
mula may be modified periodically to 
change the emphasis of any factor(s) in 
order to address a particular natural 
resource concern, such as the precipi-
tous decline of a population of a grass-
land-dependent bird(s) or animal(s); 

(3) Ensure the national, State, and 
local-level information regarding pro-
gram implementation is made avail-
able to the public; 

(4) Consult with USDA leaders at the 
State level and other Federal agencies 
with the appropriate expertise and in-
formation when evaluating program 
policies and direction; and 

(5) Authorize NRCS State Conserva-
tionists and FSA State Executive Di-
rectors to determine how funds will be 

used and how the program will be im-
plemented at the State level. 

(b) At the State level, the NRCS 
State Conservationist and the FSA 
State Executive Director are jointly 
responsible for: 

(1) Determining how funds will be 
used and how the program will be im-
plemented at the State level to achieve 
the program purposes; 

(2) Identifying State priorities for 
project selection based on input from 
the State Technical Committee; 

(3) Identifying Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) employees at the field 
level responsible for implementing the 
program by considering the nature and 
extent of natural resource concerns 
throughout the State and the avail-
ability of human resources to assist 
with activities related to program en-
rollment; 

(4) Developing, with advice from the 
State Technical Committee, program 
outreach materials at the State and 
local levels to help ensure landowners, 
operators, and tenants of eligible land 
are aware and informed that they may 
be eligible for the program; 

(5) Approving conservation practices 
eligible for cost-share and cost-share 
rates; 

(6) Developing GRP management 
plans and restoration agreements, 
when applicable; 

(7) Administering and enforcing the 
terms of easements and rental con-
tracts unless this responsibility is 
transferred to an eligible entity as pro-
vided in § 1415.17 and § 1415.18; and 

(8) Developing, with advice from the 
State Technical Committee, criteria 
for ranking eligible land consistent 
with national criteria and program ob-
jectives and State priorities. 

(c) The funds, facilities, and authori-
ties of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion (CCC) are available to NRCS and 
FSA to implement GRP. 

(d) Subject to funding availability, 
the program may be implemented in 
any of the 50 States, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands of the 
United States, American Samoa, and 
the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands. 

(e) The NRCS Chief or the FSA Ad-
ministrator may modify or waive a 
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